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of the people. Marbles were found in the Sumerian
excavations also whereas the dice was the hot favo-
urite of the laterly Aryans. Dice were both cubic
and tabular in shape.
Toys of a large variety mostly fashioned out of
clay have been formed. The clay-cart, which became
later so popular as to suggest the title as well as theme
for the famous play Mrichchhakatika by Sudraka, was
the usual model. Rams yoked to wheels are as count-
less in number then as later in Sunga times. Besides,
there were fashioned terracotta figurines of men, wo-
men, animals, and other toys and play-things like
the rattle. Sometimes there turn up models of birds
with stock legs, animals climbing up a pole, and
figures with moveable arms. Clay bulls with a nodding
head, worked by fibre thread, make for much fun.
Animals
A good number of animals, both tamed and wild,
were known. Bones of several of these have been
recovered. Bull, sheep, pig, buffalo, camel and ele-
phant were known to the Indus Valley people who
formed the population of the earlier epochs, for the
bones of these have been found in corresponding
layers. The carcasses of the horse and the dog have
been recovered from the top levels. Besides these
numerous other animals known to the people, but
perhaps not domesticated, were those depicted on
the seals, viz. rhinoceros, bison, crocodile, monkey,
tiger, bear, deer, hare, and the like,
Art
Of a piece with the character of the rest of the
contemporary world, the Indus Valley showed remark-
able energy and ingenuity in carving and casting im-
ages and in turning out pieces of art. Statues of stone
carved in the round and statuettes of steatite are rare